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that suggested itself to me at the moment was, of
course, the War, and so I commenced by saying that
though the New World was not primarily concerned
in the great internecine struggle that was being
carried on in the Old, still it was fraught with issues
of such momentous concern to both the worlds that
I need make no excuse in speaking of it to them that
day. I said I would not touch upon the issues
themselves for that would be merely guess-work,
nor upon the actual contest because of the fog in
which it was involved, but I might put in a word
about the origin which was already then a matter of
history. I suppose, I went on, they believed with
the rest of the non-German world that the real
cause of the War lay in the personal ambitions of
the Kaiser and the Prussian Military Party backed
by the philosophy of war and aggression of the whole
German people. 4' That is no doubt the most obvious
cause, but/1 I continued, " you will have read
history in vain if you have not already perceived
that the real cause of great wars and international
upheavals has never been the same and often the
very reverse of the most obvious cause. Take, for
instance, the French Revolution. The ordinary
histories give unequal taxation and the new demo-
cratic ideas brought in by Voltaire and Rousseau
as two of the principal causes that led to the Revolu-
tion. These were without doubt the principal obvious
causes and good enough to satisfy the schoolboy
intellect, but you as advanced students of history
could not and ought not to be so satisfied with them,
but must go further and delve deeper for the non-